IN THE CLAIMS: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A system of resource based virtual 
communities comprising: 

a community server operable to manage a plurality of resource based 
virtual communities associated with each of a plurality^ accessed resources, 
and operable to connect ones of the plurality of users to the resource based 
virtual community associated with the accessed resource when they access the 
resource. 

whoro tho community composes of tho all resourc e users and whonovor a 
p e rson assesses or u se s the resource, ho automatic a lly becom es part of the 
community. With poopl e from a l l ovor the wor l d who - do not know e ach other 
l ink e d together w h on they access th e s amo resourc e , they form tho commun i ty 
based on that rooourco, 

2. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein each of the 
plurality of resources is associated with a corresponding community. 

further comprising: Every rooourco in th e Int e rnet or in tho wor l d can havo ono 
oorrooponding virtual community and overy u se r in th e Intern e t - can participat e to 
th e virtua l communit i es . 

3. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein each of the 
plurality of resources comprises a web resource. 

whore: Rocourooo ore wob resources in tho I nt e rn e t that can bo directly 
Qoooooibl e u si ng web browsers include any wob s it e , any wab pago, and 
n e wsgroup or di s cu ss ion forum. 

4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein each of the 
plurality of resources comprises a non-web resource. 
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wh e r e : The virtua l communiti es a r e bas e d on rooouro e s othortha a- wob 
f e s ouroes such as coftware p r oducto, bu l l e tin boards, gam e s FFP -s rt e , 
ne wsgroup, ff l oo, im ages, photoc, or ony othor products that mu l tiple peop le ca n 
shar e or uoo. 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein each of the 
plurality of resources comprises a unique name. 

whoro: Evory resource io identified by a un i que URL or oth e r kind of uniquo 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein users 
automatically become members of the resource based virtual community 
associated with the accessed resource when thev acce ss the resource unless 
the users are required to looin to the community server. 

wh e re: Th0 system can automatical l y jo in the u eor to tho virtual oommunity at the 
same timo th e us e r is accoecing or using tho rooouroo, wh e re no expl i cit log i n is 
required. Of coureo, tho us e r can provid e l og i n info i f tho ueor choococ to bo 
recognized by tho-usomamo tho uco r-ehoosesr 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is further op erable to provide community services to oommunftv members. 
wh e r e : Tho v i rtua l oommunrtioo can provide ito members us e ful feedbacks, 
comments, roviowo - and references or oth e r us e ful information for the resource, 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is f urther operable to enable communication between community 
members . 

w he re: Ucers of tho virtual communities can communicate with tho oommun i ty 
and to each other; if thoy aro all online, real time communication ic a l co pocoiblo; 
wh e n they arc offline, mes s a ge s can b e d elivered to them-n oxt time uooro joine d? 
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9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is further operable to enable community members to perform community 
acSvrties^ 

further oomprioing: Onc e U6 e r s joined th e v i rtual community whon thoy aococc 
the resourc e , th e y c a n also acce s s a l l cervice s prov i ded - by tho community, cuoh 
as m a k i ng comm e nts, pub l iohing - foviowo, rating tho rooouroo, writing notoo T 
oonding (instant) messagoo, charing whiteboard, or chatt i ng with othore or ov e n 
th e who l e community . 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is further operable to provide collaboration between communftv members. 
whoro: Mombcro of tho virtua l oommunKioo can part i cipat e co l labora tion activities 
ouch as holp i ng each othor, asking and answering quootiono, exchanging ideas, 
interests matching, scheduling me e tings, on li no auction, on - lin e dat i ng, 
broadcasting or other^ampaign-su oh-a o marketing or advort i comont. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is further operable to provide notification to community members when a 
new user joins the community, 

whoro: Al l current community members can be notifi e d wh e n a new uo o r joi n s t h e 
commun i ty or leaves tho commun i ty, i n real time. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is further operable to enable community members to communicate wrth 
users outside the community. 

whoro: Mombore of virtual commun i ties can communicate with othor virtua l 
commun i ti es or p e opl e oute i do tho reso u rc e based virt ual- communiti e s,. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is further operable to provide community members with information 
regarding the community. 
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whore: At tho came timo uooro ar e ucing th e wob rooourco, browoing web or 
u e ing softwar e , th e virtua l community b ase d on that roeouroo can provide us e r 
d y nam ic status ab out tho community ouoh qo otatrotioQl information of tho 
roeouroo, hit oounto, oommcnto, ratingo,-poviowc, or any other information that 
oan holp now ucom to dootdo tho va l uo of tho rooource. 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 13. wherein the 
information comprises information presented to the community members while 
the y a ro , accessing the resource. 

1, whoro: The ourrent virtual GommunHy information can b e p fe contod to user 
through a separata ohannal, i n o separat e window, popup dialog or othor moans 
or embed ded in tho uooro' oontorrtthot onhanoo uooro' rooourco using 

AlAAflaQAA. 
wHpUTTOnwvT 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is furth er operable to enable new community services from community 
m e m bers. 

whoro: Wh o r o virtual commu nity membere caa-ex tonttho communrtioo by add 
now B e rvioes. - or e ating now activiti e s to tho oommunffioo. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the resources 
comprise private resources having a unique name- 
wh e re: The rocourco s ar e pr i vat e resource s-i n th e l ocal are a network whoro the 
res o urces ctil l bo oan un i quoly i dentifi ed URL. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is further operable to provide community member authentication services. 
further comprising: Authenticat i on oan b e e nabled forthooo commun i tioo in the 
commun i ty s e rv e r s and various means of security oan bo enforced euoh a e 
ueamamo password, cook ie s or an y-other kind of security me chan i sm. 
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5 of, 



18. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is provided b v the resource server bv setting up and serves the virtual 
community along with the resource. 

where: Tho v i rtual community funct i ono are provided by e aoh wob corv e rs 
Siems e rv e s by oott i ng up oommunit i oo for currently w e b pago viewers. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18. wherein each of the 
plurality of w eb resource servers is operable to contact other community servers 
to provide community services. 

1, whore: Th e virtual community functiono arc provided by each web corvoro by 
oontaoting tho othor virtual communi^-Gorvoro based on ovory wob roquoot tho 
ue e r i e access i ng and th e n son de b oth rooulto of tho request and tho community 
info back to th e cliont. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1. wherein the community 
server is disposed behind a firewall to limit community members to users in an 
intranet. 

where: Community corvor ic cot u p b o hind firowa He -in looal aroo notworko which 
li mits the m e mb e rs to a ll u s ers from within tho Game intranet. - 

2 1 (Currently Amended) , The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is further oper able to provide user privacy preferences to community 
members. 

further oompricing: Th e ucor can s ot profbronco to allo w the eyotom to protect hie 
privacy or - determino whothor to - sign h i m to tho virtual community automatica l ly 
or not, wh e ther to shown ac anonymous us e r or invis i bl e users. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is f urther operable to uniouelv identify each community member across 
' multiple communities. 
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whoro: Ltoore aro also uniquely idorrtrfiod oithor by a colocted u c o r namo or by ito 
IP addres s so that ono uoor can join with multiple v i rtua l oommun fti oo; sond or 
rece i ve m es sages with m e m be r s from otho r-oom m unities. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is f urther operable to track community member's activities with the 
community member's permission. 

where: The system can k ee p track of a l l those virtual communities that th e user 
has visited so far with ucor'c permi ssion. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1. wherein the community 
server is further ope rable to organize an information content of each virtual 
community into a plurality of hvoertinked paces. 

where: Evory virtual commun i ty can organize their information, contents or 
services in hierarchy, hypertext or w e b format oo that ucor s can e xp l ore thorn 
virtu al communities by fo l lowing links or d i rectly browsing, 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is f urther operable to keep statistical Information regarding the community. 
whoro; Tho virtual community oorvor k ee p track of all statistical information for 
e v e ry resource based virtu a l community l ike -hit cou nto, tota l uooro, ourront online 
ueore, users' ratings or comm e nts about each resource. 

26. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the community 
server is further operable to connect users who have accessed the same 
resource and users who are accessing the same resource. 

whore: D i fferent peopl e from a ll over tho w o r l d are conn o cted tog e ther irv-the 
community with ono thing in common: they oithor hav e used th e sam e - resource, 
are using th e resource or wi ll use tho resource. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , further comprising a 
proxy se rver coupled to the community server and a web resource server, the 
pmxv server operable to serve a web resource content and connect to the 
community based on the resource being served 
where: Tho virtual oommunit i oo are private oommuniti e e based on private 
rocourooc that allow assess to o nly ai 



28. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the communrrv 
server is further operabl e to combine a plurality of communities into a larger 
communrtv based upon similar topical resources. 

farth e r comprising: Different virtual cornmunrtios base d on different rooourooo 
oan bo group e d together to form larger oommunitiee which oovom oimi l ar 
resource, top i cs, or cubjooto. 

29. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the communrtv 
server is farther operable to enable searches of each of the plurality of 
communities 

wh e r e : Th e virtual oornmunitios c a n be reached from a central web s it e and 
s e arched by various koywordc, topics or coloctod from categories, similar to any 
oth e r k i nds of cornmunrtios. 

30. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the community 
server is further operable to provide customized filtering preferences set by 
users, systems and communities. 

wh e re: Th e virtual oornmunitios can perform custom i z e d fi l tering - fer communit i es 
and cont e nts basod on oottings from -use re, s ystems, cemroun i ti e s o r o th e r s. 

Claims 31-59 (Canceled) 
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60. (Currently Amended) A global universal virtual community server 
system for mapping each of a plurality of to DrovidQ ^ w a y e to map various 
resources to a dtfferent v irtual community area areas by resource URL 
comprising : 

a global universal virtual community server including the plurality of virtual 
community areas, each of a plurality of resources mapped to a virtual community 
area: and 

Tho universa l community corvor oomposoc the fo l lowing: a global user 
database within the global universal virtual community server that holds all user 
information for users p os s ib le- u seps in th e Int e rn et are accessing any of the 
plurality of resources, including a user IP address or email address, the virtual 
community areas holding community information, data and links related to each 
of the users in the global user database, resource in tho Inte rn et: - 

V a r i ou s virtual community ar e a s or sub servers to hold the community 
informat i on i data and link s of al l current commun i ty u se r s in tho uooro 1 database; 

Mapping mechanisms to map any resource URL to tho givon v i rtua l 
community aroa areas, and m a p from any known us e r identify, give omni l nr IP 
address, to a particular uRor entry in the g l obal us e r data b as e; 

R e quest dispatcher to dispatch a ll us e rs' requests i n tho I ntern e t to th e 
corresponding virtual community a r e a or sub servers by th e resource URL 

61 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, where wherein the 
virtual community areas ar e a or sub sorvorc are stored in directories, files, or 
databases , e ith e r loca l ly or di s tribut e d maohinoc , 

62. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, wherein the global 
whoro: The universal virtual community sarver comprises can be a group of 
servers. 

63. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, farth e r com p rising c 



PAGE 10/1 7 * RCVD AT 9/2612006 12:50:44 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVfcUSPTOI FXRF-2/2 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):04-12 



The wherein the global user database comprises a distributed database can bo 
implemented in fi l es, databooe in loca l syst e m or d i stributed system s , 

64. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, where; wherein each 
&*e*y-virtual community area js or sub sorvorc aro created on demand , or intho 
fly-ewly when a the first user accesses a resource st a rts to aocecs the virtua l 
community . 

65. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, where^ wherein the 
The-global user database creates may ereate a new user record only when a 
new user entry is queried and is not do es not yet in the database. 

66. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, whefe nwherein each 
€aeh virtual community area comprises sub servere a n b e simply a web server or 
web pages. 

67. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, wtefO H/yherein each 
Eaeh virtual community area comprises eentaiB s information regarding the 
communitv-mctudi ng about currently anl i no uooro. total hit eewate? bul l mtin boardc 
and oommontp loft by other ucom . 

68. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, where ^wherem each 
Every virtual community area comprises al so - oompos e s of many server side 
components that support user and community interactivity and activities- such - a s 
s igni ng on a now us er, loggin g out a user, oonding moooogoo, and any other 

Wtarl w iwv> 

69. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, whe re_wherein LSgch 
virtual community area mav utilize V arious server side technologies including 
fcem server side script, CGI, Servlet, qgp to rocont web services and webloas 
w obl og can be use d in every virtua l community area or oub oorvoro. 
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70. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, whetef wherein the 
The global user database comprises can kee p the current status of individual 
«ee*el ysafls infcHmalio n r -i nclu d ing i tc i dontifior reurrent st atue cuoh oo whothor 
onl i ne or offline . 

71 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, whefe- -wherein the 
The-global user database stores users' personal data including like messages 
from other users people, preferences or privacy and security s etting s such as 
privacy, and cocuritv se tt i ng s. 

72. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 60, further comprising: 
wherein the The universal community server is operable to can link or group 
different community communitioe areas or cub oorvoro together to form a larger 
community for a bigger scope of resources. 

73. (New) A method of forming resource based virtual communities 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a community server operable to manage a plurality of resource 
based virtual communities associated with each of a plurality of accessed 
resources: 

each of a plurality of users accessing the resources; and 
each of the plurality of users connecting to the resource based virtual 
community associated with the accessed resource. 

74. (New) The method of claim 73, wherein the resource being accessed by 
the user is a web resource, including a web site, a web page, a newsgroup or a 
discussion forum. 

75. (New) The method of claim 73, wherein the resource being accessed by 
the user is a non-web resource, including a software product, a bulletin board, a 
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game, an FTP site, a file, an image, a photo, or products that can be shared by 
users. 

76. (New) The method of claim 73, wherein each of the plurality of accessed 
resources is associated with a corresponding resource based virtual community. 

77. (New) The method of daim 73, further comprising enabling new 
community services from community members. 

78. (New) The method of claim 73, further comprising providing users 
community information and community services; including hit count, total users, 
current users, feedback, comments, ratings, reviews, references or other useful 
information for the resource. 

79. (New) The method of daim 73, further comprising enabling user 
collaboration with other community members; including making comments, 
publishing reviews, rating resources, writing notes, sending messages, sharing 
whiteboards, chatting, helping each other, asking and answering questions, 
exchanging ideas, interests matching, scheduling meetings, online auctions, 
online dating, broadcasting or other campaigns such as marketing or 
advertisements. 

80. (New) The method of claim 73, wherein each of the plurality of users 
accessing the resources and resource based communities comprises the steps 
of: 

each of a plurality of users accessing the resources; 
the accessed resource returning the original resource; and 
the accessed resource connecting users to the virtual community based 
on the accessed resource. 
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81. (New) The method of claim 73, wherein each of the plurality of users 
accessing the resources comprises the steps of: 

each of a plurality of users accessing the resources through a proxy 

server; 

the proxy server returning the original resource; and 
the proxy server connecting the user to the virtual ootrimurHty based on 
the accessed resource. 

82. (New) The method of claim 73, wherein each of the plurality of users 
connecting to the resource based virtual community associated with the 
accessed resource comprises the steps of: 

a client side software installed to user's computer discovering the resource 
accessed by the user; and 

the client side software connecting the user to the virtual community 
based on the accessed resource. 

83. (New) The method of claim 73, further comprising the user accessing the 
virtual community along with the accessed resource in a non-disrubutive way 
including using context menus, status bars, popup windows, balteon help 
messages, task bars or embedded frames inside a current web page. 

84. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein each of the plurality of resources 
comprises a non~lrrtemet based product including a software, a product, a 
device, an audio, a video, a service or other commodities. 

85. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein the user connects to the resource 
based virtual communities through a mobile device including a PDA and a 
cellular phone. 

86. (New) The system of claim 1 , further comprisinga client side software 
installable to a user's computer, the software operable to detect users activity of 
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accessing a resource and connecting to the virtual community based on the 
accessed resource. 

87. (New) The system of claim 86, wherein the client side software also 
provides a toolbar button installable on user's browser operable of connect to the 
resourced based virtual community when selected by the user. 

88. (New) The system of claim 86, wherein the client side software also 
provides a context menu installable on the user's browser operable for 
connecting to the resourced based virtual community when selected by the user. 

89. (New) The method of claim 86, wheroin the client side software b installed 
manually by the user or automatically when the user accesses the resource. 

90. (New) The method of claim 86, wherein the client side software is 
operable to diplay a virtual community page displayed in a separate frame, 
popup window or balloon window along with the main resource. 

91 . (New) The system of claim 86, wherein the client side software is a 
standalone software agent. 

92. (New) The system of claim 86, wherein the client side software is operable 
to discover current web resources accessed by the user by monitoring web 
requests from browsers. 

93. (New) The method of claim 86, wherein the client side software is 
operable to detect the current resource being used by hooking into the protocol 
handling chain, or using a protocol filter, a kernel driver, or a customized content 
handler; or by listening to the system or windows event from browsers, or 
hooking into process, system and network APIs. 
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94. (New) The system of claim 86, wherein the client side software is a 
browser. 

95. (New) The system of claim 86, wherein the client side software is operable 
to make multiple connections to multiple virtual communities based on multiple 
resources the user is accessing and thus enabling users to participate in multiple 
communities simultaneously. 

96. (New) The system of claim 86, wherein the client side software is a 
browser plugin integrated in a user's existing web browser. 

97. (New) The system of claim 96, wherein the browser plugin includes 
browser helper objects, plugins, applets, Javascript, flash, ActiveX object, 
content, dynamic html, connection or protocol filters and any other type of 
software extension. 

98. (New) The system of claim 86, wherein the client side software can be a 
special component, shared object, dynamic library, driver or other extensions. 

99. (New) The system of claim 86, wherein the client side software is operable 
to detect the current software used by the user and then connect to the 
associated virtual community based on that resource. 

100. (New) The system of claim 99, wherein the client side software is statically 
or dynamically linked to a software resource and operable to run along with the 
software resource when the software resource is started by the user. 

101. (New) The system of claim 99, wherein the client side software resides the 
software resource to provide new functions, features, services and applications. 
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